Fanciful and Fun with a Serious Moral:
Foxy Finnish Folk Tales for Children
A Review by Beth L. Virtanen

This darling collection of enchanting Finnish folktales, translated and edited for the modern North American reader, captivates children’s and adult’s imaginations with the antics of Bear, Wolf, Foxy and other animals. Foxy Finnish Folk Tales for Children is a collection of children’s stories translated and illustrated by Kaarina Brooks and published by Aspasia Children’s Books, of Beaverton, Ontario, Canada. The original works were first published in Finland as Suomen Kansan Satuja I, by Osakeyhtio Valistus in 1954. 

A longtime elementary school teacher, Kaarina Brooks uses her considerable knowledge of what captivates children to create delightful tales in which we hear echoes of the classic familiar folk tales we might have heard in our own childhoods while simultaneously being immersed in the traditional Finnish rendition of these timeless tales. Foxy, the title and focal character throughout the work, is mischievous and precocious, similar to the trickster character in other oral literatures.  In these stories, we learn through the antics of Foxy who often, in his humorous way, takes advantage of other animal characters and serves to teach us a moral lesson. Thus, through Foxy’s tricks we learn why the fox has a white tip on its tail, why bear has so short a tail, and why crane has the beak he does. We also learn not to trust a Fox—even one that appears dead—with our sledge laden with fish. This delightful collection ends with a story where Foxy is paid back for his antics and the tricks he has played on other character. In the final story, Crane turns the tables on Foxy and uses his selfishness for his undoing. 
If there is a single theme that this work presents, it must be that we should not blindly follow those who would lead us astray, but instead should think critically before we act and realize when we are being tricked into foolish behavior by the wily actions of others. Perhaps this lesson is most important in our world where critical thinking and sound decision making are valued most highly in education and in our personal lives and when there are such serious consequences for bad choices we might make in our modern.   

Skillfully illustrated with sketches by Kaarina Brooks, the text is as charming as it is entertaining, and in keeping with its Finnish character it uses a variety of Finnish words for which a glossary is provided at the end of the work. This modern collection and translation also contains a Preface by Borje Vahamaki, Professor of Finnish Studies, University of Toronto, Ontario. Foxy Finnish Folk Tales is available at Northwind Books on the campus of Finlandia University and from Aspasia Books, R. R. 1, Beaverton, Ontario, L0K 1A0 Canada. 
