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Happenings

Beth Virtanen, PhD, President of FinNALA, has accepted a new position with the University of Alberta, where she will work with University Writing Initiatives to create a Centre for Writers. 

    Virtanen’s move requires a new postal address for FinNALA, but few other concerns will be impacted by the move. 


FinNALA


C/O Beth L. Virtanen, PhD

306-8528 82nd Avenue NW

Edmonton, AB  T6C 0Y8


CANADA
    Presently FinNALA is engaged in a major membership drive to attract those interested in Finnish North American Literature to join its ranks and support the preservation, dissemination, and study of Finnish North American Literature. 

Periodic Report 

FinNALA now has two new members: Paula Erkkila, independent author and poet, and Suzanne Matson author and poet housed in the English Department at Boston College. Our membership continues to grow. 

Presentation of FinNALA
President Virtanen gave two presentations regarding FinNALA this summer: one a poster display at FinnForum 8 in Eskilstuna, Sweden, and the other at FinnFest USA in Ashtabula, Ohio. 
    At FinnForum 8 in Eskilstuna, FinNALA was allotted space in a central reception area for a poster display with other Finnish and Finnish diaspora projects, including the published proceeds of the previous Finn Forums; recent publications of  interest and calls for papers and projects.
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Dr. Virtanen at Finn Forum 8 in June ‘07
   The FinNALA display included information on the association; the online bibliography of Finnish North American Literature; and membership applications.
    At FinnFest USA 2007, Dr. Virtanen introduced FinNALA and the online bibliography to approximately twenty people at a special session that was allotted a full hour. At the session, people in attendance received an introduction to the FinNALA website, membership opportunities, and a guided online tour of the site. 

    Members of the audience were helpful in providing leads to track down additional works that should be included in the bibliography, and they offered suggestions for further improving the site, such as the inclusion of a search feature. 

Book Donations
Currently, FinNALA’s president has received requests from two different groups to receive donations of books by and about Finnish North Americans. Dr. Virtanen is working to make arrangements for storage and cataloguing of these works. 
Notes from the Secretary
Kaarina Brooks, Secretary, notes the availability of a new anthology of poems, "Rannasta rantaan" ("From Shore to Shore") published by the Agricolan runokerho (Agricola Poetry 
Club). It is a collection of Finnish poems by 31 people, mainly from Canada. 

    Brooks has written a review of the work in Finnish for Vapaa Sana. 

Requests
FinNALA requests help from its members in the following capacities: 
1. Finnish Language Researcher
    FinNALA  requires the assistance of someone who speaks both Finnish and English to catalogue the creative works available in Finnish by Finnish Americans for the bibliography 

    This large research project is voluntary. As is the case with the English portion of the bibliography, this assignment is for a person who has an interest in making available in English  these important works of literature. 

2. Board Member from a US Institution

   FinNALA will entertain nominations for an additional board member from a US institution in order to continue to have a balanced international advisory body. send nominations to admin@finnala.com. 
3. Web Assistant
    FinNALA requires the assistance of an individual to edit the website and to help write and upload new information to the site. The work is voluntary and part time. 

Announcements
In this area we will publish announcements of interest to our members. If you have items pertinent to our members, please forward them to bvirtanen@gmail.com for inclusion in the newsletter. 

**

The FinNALA Newsletter  is published twice each year in August and January.
**
An English version of the work of Matti Klinge, Ancient Powers of the Baltic Sea: An Illustrated Historical Outline (originally titled Muinaisuutemme merivallat), is available from Aspasia Books. It is translated by Professor Ain Haas A review of the work is available in the Finnish American Reporter.  
**
Paavo Haavikko’s One and Twenty (original title Kaksikymmentä ja yksi), translated by Anselm Hollo, was published in September 2007 by Aspasia Books, Inc. The book includes two introductory articles, by Dr. Johanna Pentikäinen of Helsinki and Professor Thomas DuBois, University of Wisconsin at Madison.
**

Kaarina Brooks tells us that she is working on the translation of Suomen lasten Kalevala, by Kirsti Mäkinen (Otava, 2002. It is an abridged, prose version of the Finnish folk epic, with several runes inserted in the text. ) The publisher, Simply Read Books, is located in Vancouver, BC.
**
Lauri Anderson announces the release of his seventh book, A Return to Misery Bay. It is published by North Star Press of St. Cloud. 
**
Luther College is having a "Lutheran Festival of Writing” on November 2-4 in Decorah, Iowa. There will be many readings and panel discussions by various writers.  Finnish American author Lauri Anderson will serve on a panel titled “Fiction, Faith, and Form” and will also give two readings from his own work. For more information contact the conference website at http://programming.luther.edu/lutheranwriters/index.html. 
**
The Journal of Finnish Studies is presenting an issue titled “Critical Perspectives on Finnish North American Literature” edited by Beth Virtanen. Send topics by September 15th or complete articles by October 31st, 2007 to blvirtanen@gmail.com. The Call for Papers can be found at http://cfp.english.upenn.edu/archive/2007-02/0114.html.
**
Ernest Hekkanen will attend “Reckoning 07,” a conference on writing and publishing at Simon Fraser University in Vancouver, B.C., on September 14th and 15th. Attendance is limited to 200 participants. Alan Twigg of B.C. BookWorld is organizing the event. Twigg asked Hekkanen to write and present a 1000-word essay titled "Literature as an Oppositional Disorder," which will also be published as an editorial in the fall New Orphic Review. 

**

On September 30, 2007, the University of Toronto Finnish Studies Program hosts a symposium: Medieval Finland, Estonia, and the Baltic Sea. Speakers include: Dr. Ain Haas, Indiana University, Indianapolis, Jüri Kivimäe and Professor Börje Vähämäki, both of the University of Toronto. Contact bvahamaki@rogers.com.

**

The latest work by Ernest Hekkanen is due out next year. Of this work, Hekkanen says, “Of a Fire beyond the Hills is a novel in which I appear as the protagonist. It is loosely based on news stoaires about a draft-dodger reunion which takes place in the West Kootenays and an anti-Vietnam War monument scheduled to be plunked down in my front yard. It also deals with the extremely negative reaction of the Veterans of Foreign Wars and other right-wingers down in the States who attempted to frighten Nelson residents into obeying their will. In many ways, it is An-Enemy-of-the-People sort of novel. Two and a half chapters will appear in the fall issue of The New Orphic Review.” 
**

Publication Note
Ernest Hekkanen will provide a synopsis of his work in progress, Of a Fire beyond the Hills, for the Profile Column of the next issue of the FinNALA Newsletter. Look for it in December. Authors wishing to provide information about their upcoming publications should email the FinNALA at blvirtanen@gmail.com or admin@finnala.com. 
Membership Information
Membership in FinNALA costs $40.00 and $20.00 (US) for students and supports the website which supports the dissemination and study of Finnish North American Literature and makes available to the public the online bibliography of Finnish North American Literature. 
Any person with interest in supporting the research, study and dissemination of Finnish North American Literature is welcome to join. 

The membership application can be downloaded from the website and sent to FinNALA. In addition, members receive the FinNALA Newsletter that shares information pertinent to FinNALA members. 
Mail completed applications to the FinNALA address:
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Profile of  Forthcoming Work—by Suzanne Matson


    My novel-in-progress, The Liberty Committee, is a historical fiction set in Red Lodge, Montana, from 1917-18.   Finnish immigrants at one time made up over half of Red Lodge’s early population, attracted by coal mining and the presence of other Finns.  Socialist Finns in the mining camps often carried the Red card of the IWW—the Industrial Workers of the World—which put them at political odds with the conservative business class, as well as the “Temperance,” or “Church” Finns.  With America’s entry into The Great War and a government information campaign urging an unquestioning patriotism and unprecedented national unity of purpose, immigrants were pressured to exhibit their “Americanness.”  Goings on in Red Lodge’s Finn Town were viewed with high levels of scrutiny and suspicion (“Saturday night dance receipts [from the Finnish Hall are] reported to be devoted to IWW propaganda,” wrote the Carbon County Journal in November 1917). � HYPERLINK "http://mail.google.com/mail/?attid=0.1.1.1&disp=inline&view=att&th=114c891de1966224" \t "_blank" �� INCLUDEPICTURE "http://mail.google.com/mail/?attid=0.1.1.1&disp=thd&view=att&th=114c891de1966224" \* MERGEFORMATINET ����


    The situation of Finnish-Americans in 1917 was complicated.  Many had emigrated not only for economic opportunity, but because of the repressive political climate in Finland due to her status as a Grand Duchy of Czarist Russia.  Finnish families emigrated to avoid conscription of Finnish men into the Russian army,


mandatory use of the Russian language, and the end of democratic institutions at every level of government.  Left-leaning Finns living in America tended to want nothing to do with a European war in which America was allied with Russia, nor did socialists favor sending workers into battle to die on behalf of the capitalistic interests of any nation.


    Labor radicals, suspected German sympathizers, and war “slackers” were the surveillance objects of the Liberty Committee, formed in Red Lodge from a membership of local businessmen to oversee any questionable civic behavior.  My novel examines this explosive political climate through the perspective of the Hernesmaa family, emigrants from the town of Lehtimäki, Finland. Tracing WWI-era tensions around questions of loyalty, assimilation, and class antagonism, my novel will not only document the political pressures on Finnish-Americans, but on immigrants and progressives generally.  


    Research on this project has been supported by a grant from the American-Scandinavian Foundation.  Updates on my research, writing, and publication will be posted on my website at � HYPERLINK "http://www.suzannematson.com" ��www.suzannematson.com�.








Suzanne Matson,


taken by her son, in June ’07


 at Hanko Harbor.
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