Religious Fervor Permeates This Moving Narrative
By Beth L. Virtanen, Ph.D. 

Lorraine Esala’s Criss-Cross: A Finnish Orphan’s Search for Family appeared in print in 2009. It is a nice paperback book that tells the story of young Elsa who searches for the Finnish family she didn’t know she had. 

During the Russian invasion of 1939, thousands of Karelians were displaced from their homes in the towns and cities, and the farms and villages of Karelia. Young Elsa Tuomela was among the displaced. In the flight from the advancing Russian troops, her father, a wounded soldier, and her mother, suffering from tuberculosis, sent three-year-old Elsa to safety in Sweden with a family friend. Her parents suffered to be separated from their little girl, but neither was well and strong enough to carry Elsa on the long walk to resettlement in northern Finland. Lempi and Juho, Elsa’s older siblings, were in their teens and were able to endure the walk. Within the year, both parents died, and the teenaged siblings struggled just to survive in war-torn Finland. Young Elsa was left with her new Swedish family.

Her adoptive parents migrated to Canada and then the United States, taking Elsa with them. When she grew up, Elsa didn’t remember anything of Finland or even that she was adopted. She was told of her adoption at eighteen, and then, like any normal child, became angry with her birth parents who gave her away. She shared these discoveries with her cousin Jim who helped her to make sense of them. Only when adoptive her mother died and with support of her adoptive father, Elsa went to Finland in search of her roots. 
The story takes the reader through Elsa’s discovery of family, in spite of a language barrier and years of separation that made finding her family a challenge. Throughout the story, the young protagonist comments on the goodness of God in whose charge we all are. Three aspects of the plot unfold simultaneously: a healing of family, an acceptance of God’s will, and a developing romance—all which test Elsa. 
This self-published book (ISBN 9781439250846) is available from BookSurge at www.booksurge.com. 

