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The second book in the series, Finnish Folk Tales for Children, Peikko the Foolish Ogre, by Kaarina Brooks, is as hilarious as it is effective in teaching a lesson. It is a good book for children as its moral is not to be so foolish as to bet what you can not win and not to throw good money after bad. 

This book has only two characters, Peikko, a foolish ogre who is always challenging and is repeatedly outdone by the other character, his neighbor Matti. Peikko is a mysterious character who was very rich but not very smart. In the tales, he came to Finland long ago, before our great-grandparents’ grandparents were born. No one knows from where he came, but he has the reputation of being a “spirit like Ahti, the god of the seas, or his wife Vellamo, or perhaps like Tapio, the king of the forests” (p. 7).  Wherever he is from, in the story, he is a big ogre, very much bigger than other men, and he has a big nose, big shoulders, and big hands. He has a great love of competition, but he is also somewhat of a coward, so he isn’t very effective. 

The other character, the alter ego of Peikko, is Matti. A regular size man, Matti repeatedly accepts Peikko’s challenges and outwits him, each time winning a bag of silver. He wins again and again in every tale in the book, until Peikko has hardly any money left at all. Because he never wins, Peikko strives to steal the money back, but his efforts are thwarted; he tries to stop Matti by beating him in his sleep, but Matti outwits him yet again. At the closing of the book, Matti plays on Peikko’s cowardice to win the final challenge, and he goes home with all that is left of Peikko’s riches. 
Told in short vignettes, the story presents a theme of promoting astute thinking and discouraging rash behavior while building on the progression of incidents to their natural end. It is a good book for all children because it reminds them that it is better to be smart than foolish and that physical violence is no solution to problems. Instead, the book promotes critical thinking and timely action for solving problems. 
It is a good book for Finnish-American children because it reminds them of Finnish myth. It also helps them acquire some Finnish words as Ms. Brooks provides a glossary of Finnish words that she uses in the text. In large print with handsome illustrations done by the author, Peikko the Foolish Ogre is sixty pages long with a final page of vocabulary. As a story with a sound moral, it should be on most children’s bookshelves. 
However, as a story to pique curiosity, Peikko is a must have for Finnish-American kids. It provides impetus for them to ask their parents and grandparents about the Finnish spirits, Ahti, Vellamo, and Tapio, which can lead to discussion of other mythical characters, such as Kaleva (whom Peikko resembles), Louhi, Vainomoinen, Ilmatar and others. Together, Foxy and Peikko form an invitation to parents to begin sharing with their children their Finnish heritage that is an integral part of their culture. 
Note: Foxy: Finnish Folk Tales for Children, also by Kaarina Brooks, is the first book in the series. Both books are available from Aspasia Books, Inc., Beaverton, Ontario. 
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